January 19, 1988

Dr. Larry W. Davis, Dean

Graduate Studies (RS -~ 2047)
University of Wiscengin -~ Whitewater
¥hitewarer, WI 531%0Q

Pear Dr. Davis;

1t has been my priviledge to attend tweo callc{?un talks piven by Dr,
Malvina Baiea. The first talk was delivered at a National-Scieace-Founda-
tion-sponsored conference held at Arizeona State University during the spring
of 198% and the sscond was dalivered at the Internstional Congress of Mathe-
matics held at the University of California, Berkeley, during the summer of
1986, Rach time 1 was grastly impressed by her delivery. Her work concern—
jng Units in Algebraic Kumber Fields is & substantial contribution teo the
11Lera§ure oF Algebrasic NHumber Theory. You should slso take under consider-
ation that the quantity of her research {in this difficult and timelass
field of Number Theory) is exceptional. Six published papers during the
first five years after having received the Ph, D. ~ this algne should place
her among the most able research scholars at your university.

In addition to being s fine scholar Dr. Baica strikes me as being a
considerate person, one wWho would empsthize with students less gifted than
sha. Because of this rare combinatien of scholarship and humane substance,
Dr., Baica zets my highest recomnendations for the Cutstanding Research
Award at UW — Whitewater,

My position here at Noxnthern 111inois University is: Professor of
Mathematics., Presently, I am also Faculty Lollojﬁum Chairman. My interests
(researchwise) are Number Theory and Combinatorids, br. Baica's work and
wy own overlap comsiderably in the areas of trigenometrical and combinatorial
identities. Such idemtities quite often reveal unexpected consequsnces in
the greater realm of mathematics and science,

Sincerely youra,

Wy
John A. Ewell




